GEORGE

3717

GEORGE

George VL   From childhood to sovereignty.    L Aged 8 yean.   2. Naval cadet, 1912.   3. At the time of his marriage, 1923.
4. On his 51st birthday.    5. At the microphone, Christmas, 1942.     6. " Great Chief " of the Duke of York's boys' camp

joining his young guests annually,
whenever possible, in their camp
meals, games, and sing-songs* He
was also an enthusiastic free-
mason, being provincial grand
master of Middlesex at the time
of his accession. His last public
appearance as duke of York was
at his installation at Edinburgh
as grand master mason of Scotland.

On the abdication of Edward
VlII, Dec. 11, 1936, the duke
succeeded to the throne as
George VI. He was crowned in
Westminster Abbey on May 12,
1937. His first state engagement
was a visit to Belfast with the
queen in July, 1937. They paid
a state visit to France of four
days1 duration in July, 1938. But
their most momentous visit was
to Canada and the U.S.A., May 6-
June 23, 1939. They sailed in the
liner Empress of Australia, and
toured across Canada to the
Pacific, the king unveiling the

Canadian national war memorial
at Ottawa en route. On the
return journey they crossed into
the U.S.A., June 7, and were
cordially received at Washington
by President Roosevelt. This was
the first time a British monarch
had set foot in the U.S.A., and
the welcome was markedly cordial.
The king and queen visited New
York (and the World's Fair held
there) on June 11.

During the Second Great War
Throughout the Second Great
War, in addition to his arduous
state duties, the king found time
to visit many military camps,
airfields, naval stations, and
munitions factories. He visited
the B.E.F. in France in Dec.,
1939, and examined sectors of the
Maginot line. In June, 1943, he
spent a fortnight with the British
and U.S. armies in N. Africa, and
included a day in Malta. On
June 16, 1944, ten days after

D-day, he visited Eisenhower's
advance H.Q. in Normandy,
travelled to the Italian front five
weeks later, and spent a further six
days with his armies in Belgium
and the Netherlands in Oct.
Early in June, 1945, he visited
the newly-liberated Channel Is., and
on July 4 opened the N. Ireland
parliament in Belfast for the first
time. At Plymouth on Aug. 2 he
met President Truman, then return-
ing from the Berlin conference.
In Feb., 1947, the king and queen
sailed with their two daughters in
the Vanguard for a state tour of
S. Africa and Rhodesia, during
which he opened a session of the
Union parliament at Cape Town.
Throughout the visit the keynote
was an emphasis on his position
and authority as king of South
Africa. The royal family re-
turned to England on May 11.
Not even a courtier could say
that King George's personality